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Title: Cultural awareness through musical activities in the music text books 

for the 1st and the 2nd Grade of Primary Education

Eleni Tsoutsia Loulaki, Andreas Prionas and Maria Argyriou

The linkage between culture and music is most commonly framed in terms of how aspects of the target culture can be used to enhance music learning outcomes. The intent of this paper is to explore the culture of Greece and also cultural diversity through examining the similarities and differences of the cultural contents of the very new music text books for the 1rst and the 2nd Grade of Greek Primary Education among the music curricula in elementary schools.  

By bringing musical diversity and culture into the classroom, teachers tacitly promote and honour national tradition as well as cultural diversity represented in class. In developing their knowledge of wider musical concepts through music from different cultures, children can recognize the ways in which music reflects its cultural context (Gaston, 1992; Failoni, 1993; Boutte, 1999). Music from other cultures also provides a strong and enjoyable basis for an intercultural curriculum. 

These particular new music text books - as the first ones for primary music education in the early years (Αργυρίου, Τσούτσια-Λουλάκη & Μαγαλιού, 2010) - give learning opportunities to develop children’s cultural awareness including:

• different types of music and instruments from different places to highlight the importance of an open mind and a positive attitude toward learning about other cultures in national or international level;

• music, dances and songs which are used for the same social event in different cultures (e.g., holidays, festivals, or weddings);

• rhymes, stories or pictures from the target culture as inspiration for musical composition;

• symbols for sounds and arranging them in order, using musical notations from that region or symbols inspired by the children’s knowledge of the target culture.

The main questions of this presentation are based on i) what is the nature and extent of cultural contents among the music curricula of Greece, ii) do the contents of music textbooks match the music curricula stated iii) what kinds of cultural contents have been shown in the music textbooks, and, iv) how much of cultural contents have been shown in the music textbooks?

The findings give music teachers as well as general teachers more opportunities to develop awareness of the social, historical or cultural content of some of the music they read, perform or listen from various sources especially from music textbooks.

Title: Educational music activity through the program “On air”

Maria Redit

The aim of this paper is to present the use of technology to enrich the lesson of music and specifically the preparation and the actual performance of a radio broadcast.

Participation in and consolidation of the music lesson means to internalize the offered knowledge and seek ways to express oneself. The use of technology contributes to achieving this goal as it offers a more attractive approach towards this end. The referred activity falls under the umbrella of the curriculum under which a radio broadcast is planned and so an extended version of the music lesson “one, two, three…we record” is the outcome. In our case this activity took place at the Patras’ university radio station “upfm”.

Tapping the previous knowledge of pupils in music and technology, taking advantage of their motivation to perform well in order to receive positive feedback from the public and taking into consideration the educational game theory we set our goals: on the one hand, General Educational Goals (cooperation with the university, use of the internet and radio broadcast experience ), and on the other, Specific Music Goals (recording procedure, getting to know the professionals of the radio industry and live music performance in public).

Children greatly enjoyed the whole activity and evaluated positively their experience. They got in touch with people that work in the radio station and cooperated well with them. They scrutinized the radio station equipment and the studio environment with great curiosity and listened carefully to the radio staff so as to become themselves successful performers and keep the attention of the audience live. They realized the meaning of their “live and on air” performance, and felt proud of it especially when they received good public comments congratulating them on their effort which provided the best motivation for their working really hard to get it.

Title: “Valediction in life and art”: Interdisciplinary Cultural Programme 
through the lesson of music

Magdalini Kalopana (Music teacher, Musicologist, Phd.)
On the occasion of school-leaving of the Sixth grade of an Elementary school and willing to connect the lesson of music with school and social life, I selected the concept of valediction/separation as the topic of a cultural educational programme for the Sixth grade of the First Elementary School of Gerakas, approved by the Primary Education of East Attica of the Ministry of Education. The topic was developed in group-working, using interdisciplinarity and project method, as well as field-work and evaluation as feedback.

Different kinds of separation have been undertaken to investigate by pupils’ groups though a triplet cultural approach (music, literature, visual arts). Subsequently, songs of separation/valediction that pupils come up with were gathered and grouped according to musical genres (folk songs, art music, rock, pop, jazz, hip-hop etc.). After a presentation of the lyrics of farewell songs throughout the history of Greece by the music teacher, pupils had to considerate with the era and the lyrics of the main Greek song of their works. Aiming to express school valediction through a song, pupils were guided to write lyrics for it. Music was composed by the music teacher on a default musical style and the final song has been recorded in a professional studio. The farewell song was finally presented with choreography as a valediction of the Sixth grade pupils at the annual feast for the end of the school year.    

During this programme students developed their abilities to group-working and to the research procedure on a specific subject through different fields of knowledge, and cultivated their creativity as well as their musical interpretation. Furthermore they became familiar with various ways of encounter separation psychologically though art and especially music. 
Title: Do you speak Music? A pilot application of the ‘European Music Portfolio:  A Creative Way into Languages’ in Greek schools. 

Maria Argyriou

The European Music Portfolio: A Creative Way into Languages was created for flexible use alongside the European Language Portfolio and with national, regional, and local standards for the modern languages curriculum at the primary level. It is a Comenius Comenius Multilateral Lifelong Learning Project (502895 LLP-1-2009-1-DE-COMENIUS-CMP) with nine country partners from whole Europe which lasts from 2009 up to 2012. The purpose of this project is to help teachers creatively integrate musical activities into primary language education. By linking music with language learning and taking advantage of the features that are similar between them, the EMP-L approach to language learning aims to reduce language barriers, foster co-operative learning and EMP-L approach also aims to nurture self-confidence, self-expression and creativity and to improve intercultural understanding and sensitivity.

Music and language are both communicative and they each involve the development of receptive and productive skills. Through a dynamic relationship, music and language development can support and extend each other via overlaps between the similar elements of these two communication systems (Ludke & Weinmann, 2012). Musical training can enhance literacy skills (Douglas & Willatts, 1994; Lowe, 1998). Singing a song in a new language can contribute to significant gains in grammar, vocabulary, and speaking skills (Ludke, 2010). Verbal learning can be supported by musical mnemonics, especially at early developmental stages and in learning academic skills (Calvert & Billingsley, 1998). If text is combined with a melody, it can be recalled more effectively (Calvert & Tart, 1993; Wallace, 1994). Musical engagement also has been found to have beneficial effects on reading and verbal skills, via improved auditory skills (Fujioka, Ross, Kakigi, Pantev, & Trainor, 2006; Ho, Cheung, & Chan, 2003). 

Specifically, the EMP-L project aims to:

· motivate children to learn new languages whilst developing musical skills;

· foster creativity amongst pupils and teachers;

· train primary teachers to support language skills through musical activities;

· contribute to primary teacher education and to continuing professional development;

· increase the creative use of technology and ICT;

· explore musical and linguistic diversity in Europe;

· integrate European cultures through innovative educational materials.

The EMP-L project provides a range of materials for young pupils, generalist teachers and specialist teachers, including:  Teacher’s Handbook, which provides a rationale for integrating music and language learning and a framework for how these two domains can be supported through the EMP-L activities; Teacher’s Booklets specific to each partner country, which contain guidelines, resources, and activities to use in the classroom; a website and e-learning platform with more activities and ‘good practice’ examples for integrating music with first and foreign language teaching (www.e-learning.emportfolio.eu); a Pupil’s Portfolio, which is a classroom tool to support pupils’ language and musical skills development and to enable children to reflect on their musical learning and goals. 

This presentation will estimate on a brief description of the project, aspects of national train-the-trainer courses and short presentations of project΄s applications in Greek school classrooms. 

Title: "Intercultural music education and didactics: Cooperative coexistence of foreign secondary school pupils students through traditional music from their  native countries" 
Danochristou Marialena
This presentation will show a teaching intervention that took place during the school year 2010-2011 as a part of a doctoral research. We held six teaching intervention sessions of multicultural music content, at the 46th secondary school of Athens. Based on the native countries of the pupils, we focused on the Greek, the Albanian, the Polish, the Moldovish, the African and the Bulgarian music culture. Each teaching intervention lasted two consecutive teaching hours.

Those teaching sessions were held according to the principles of intercultural music education. In particular, we collected information which provided us, as much as possible, with an overall understanding of each music culture. The presentation of each music was connected to its culture and the people from each culture and was not restricted by the western cultural patterns of performance. Each music was examined in its original socio-cultural context and the pupils were expected to show respect to those cultural characteristics. 

Teaching aims.

Pupils will

a) Analyse –melodically and rhythmically- a traditional piece of music

b) Recognise the traditional music from each of the presented countries 

c) Compare traditional music with other kinds of music. 

d) Create their own music according to the patterns of the taught traditional music. 

e) Connect the traditional music of the examined countries with their civilization and culture.

Title: Ovo je Balkan: Teaching Albanian Bulgarian and Serbian traditional 
music at the second class of Junior High School in Greece.

Evgenia Karoumbali

The official teaching material of the subject of music at the secondary education in Greece can be used as a reference guide. Therefore the teacher of music can modify or enrich the lesson plans proposed by the official teaching material.

Τhe Albanian Bulgarian and Serbian traditional music are taught αt the second class of Junior High School in Greece. At this paper a lesson plan which is modified and enriched is suggested compared to the lesson plan suggested by the official teaching material. 

This lesson plan places more emphasis on the music of Albania and Bulgaria (as the majority of foreign students in Greece come from Albania and Bulgaria), whereas the lesson plan suggested by the official teaching material  places more emphasis on the music of Serbia (a small percentage of foreign students in Greece come from Serbia).

This lesson plan is also enriched by traditional songs of Albania and music videos of popular songs from Albania, Serbia and Bulgaria which are not used at the lesson plan suggested by the official teaching material.

At this lesson plan students should:

· Name elements of the Albanian, Bulgarian and Serbian traditional music.

· Discover through experience that the Albanian, Bulgarian and Serbian music (and civilizations in general) do have elements in common.

· Discover through experience that both Greece and Albania were parts of the Ottoman Empire, and were conquered by Germany during World War II

· Discover through experience that elements of the local traditional music are used in some contemporary Albanian, Bulgarian and Serbian popular songs.
Title: Let’s introduce a composer to pupils 

Perakaki Elissavet

In music education, worldwide, pupils come in contact with the life and works of great composers. Even from early childhood, pupils listen to music and often participate in activities, like dancing, drawing and singing simultaneously. In puberty, pupils change their mind on their music, choosing mostly pop music, hip-hop and rock. Research has shown that teenagers are influenced by their friends, due to their need to belong to a group. Although, the aim of music education in schools is not to prevent pupils from listening to their favorite kind of music, but to familiarize them with less known kind of music and their composers, to associate their works with personal experience, and to connect the past with the future. This procedure should appeal to pupils, enabling them to participate creatively.  

Analytical programs in Greece adopt these aims and invite music educators to introduce mainly great Greek composers to pupils especially in High School. Keeping this in mind, a course was organized, which contained 2-3 lessons, devoted to Stavros Xarhakos. During these lessons, pupils listened to music, sang, performed, enorchestrated and watched video extracts of the news, concerts, performances, films etc. Together both teacher and pupils decided which songs/works they would perform, sing and play with instruments. During this procedure, pupils understood the importance of the composer and his work, expressed their prejudices and realized the continuity of songs/works with the passage of time. 

Putting pupils’ opinions and preferences in the foreground, the teacher can transform their prejudices into knowledge, without pressure but creativity. Results of teacher’s effort cannot be directly evaluated, as attitudes are not easily changed. But the teacher can realize and be sure, that he added a stone knowledge to all pupils’ minds, in order to understand the cultural and musical environment around them.

Title: «A pc in rhythm of jazz» 

Eleni Z. Chatzikonstantinou 


The multifaceted and multi-dimensional goals of the course of music in high school permit and impose the use of information and communication technology, in order to guide the student in music knowledge through new technologies, and to experience the new knowledge by taking an active role in the educational process through projects that develop collaborative learning and a teaching that focus in each student individually. The involvement of information and communication technology in music teaching in high school was the subject of this study. The music program «A pc in rhythm of jazz» was applied in third grade students of high school in the island of Rhodes. The students learned the characteristics, the types and the important representatives of jazz by exploring the huge mass of information in Internet (text-picture-sound), using "Hotpotatoes" free software, which allows construction of interactive exercises (closed) of various basic types in internet, or computer network, or personal computer, or interactive whiteboard. After collecting information through the Internet, teacher and students created exercises in Hotpotatoes, together and separately, to consolidate new knowledge. 
Title: “…when Poetry and Music are meeting History…”
 Dr. Kalliopi Stiga

The necessity for a further development, in Modern Greek education, of a teaching model based on the interdisciplinarity, with the ulterior motive to initiate into the humanitarian and scientific studies as well as in Arts, is uncontroversial. However, in Greece of the 'crisis' era, the prevailing conditions of teaching do not permit its application. The only alternative allowed to Greek teachers is to apply the interdisciplinary teaching is in the frame of cultural projects, health education projects and environmental education projects.

In this paper, we will present two cultural projects carried out during the school year 2011-2012, at the 39th High School of Athens. The first one is entitled: “‘I close Greece in my heart’: glances in Modern Greek history through the literature and the Arts” and the second one is entitled: “‘Fight and sing! : a revival of European history through the political song”.

The general aim of both cultural projects which were carried out in parallel was, through teamwork, to reinforce interpersonal relationships and to develop a spirit of cooperation and dialogue between pupils and teachers. In addition, the aim of the first project was to sharpen critical thinking of the pupils via the interdisciplinary approach of history and to initiate them to the main artistic currents (literary, visual arts, music) of the past three centuries. While the goal of the second project, was to initiate pupils on the musical genre of the ‘political song’ and to sensitize them to its functional and aesthetic value.

To realize these projects, small “working ‘theoretical’ groups” and a Choral Ensemble have been formed.
The work produced in the frame of these two cultural projects, has been presented in a ‘performance’ that included a power point projection, a reading of specifically chosen literary texts and a concert of the choral ensemble.
Title: Music School of Thessaloniki: the cultural collaborative project Manos 
Hadjidakis, timeless inspiration and the music ensemble Mousikes tou 
kosmou (World Music).

 






Dr Evangelia Mitsopoulou 
The goals of the cultural program was implemented at the Music School of Thessaloniki during the 2010-2011 school year and were focused on the balanced and harmonious development of cognitive and emotional domain of students such as the:

- expression of ideas, thoughts, desires and needs,
- bringing deeper and experiential way on issues of art (artistic "languages"), etc.

The program began in November 2010 and was completed in May 2011. Groups of teachers, students begun the research on Manos Hadjidakis’s personality and work by using techniques such as the ‘project’ method, brainstorming, discussion in sub-groups etc. The results of the program was a written study with students’comments on their experience and the 3 concerts of the school’s music ensemble Manos Hadjidakis.

The music ensemble Mousikes tou kosmou (World Music) was formed in 2010-2011 and consists of 50 students aged 13-18 years. It has presented:
a) Musicians immigrants - from rebetiko to tango (2011) depicting the journey of a Greek immigrant from Greece in 1939 to Buenos Aires, Argentina and
b) Margin Music Gallery (2012) narrating the music story of social groups in “margin” such as fados (Portugal), tango (Argentina), work songs, gospel, blues, jazz, swing (America), folk song-rebetiko (Greece), and beatbox.

Escaping from the conventional teaching ways, was given the opportunity to the students to create a “scenario” based on real historical events by combining music, dance and theater. Part of the show will be presented on July 19, /2012 at Concert Hall during the International Congress of ISME.

